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Abstract 
This paper focuses on the concept of Life Long Education and 
Self-Reliance. It considers the roles of self-reliance as one of the major 
objectives of national policies in Nigeria. It highlights (he success or failure 
under the National Policy on Education. It stresses the Literature review and 
adopted the methodology of comparative approach of Life Long Education of 
Korea and Nigeria government. The conclusion and recommendations were 
considered; some of which include that there is an urgent need to help Nigerian 
farmers, with technology developed by Nigerian scientists and engineers, in 
the production of agricultural corps; either for export or for feeding the 
growing population. Our universities should inculcate in our students the 
spirit of self-reliance. We should put less emphasis on the ones 
self-employment and creative imagination should be built in the minds of 
our undergraduates. 

Introduction 
Nigeria made a bold and giant stride when in 1977, she came out with a National Policy on 

Education. A cursory glimpse through the five major policies fills the reader with utmost satisfaction. 
One cannot but doff one's cap for contributors to the nation's educational industry. 

The language, intentions and recommendations are very to near what could be termed perfect. 
The five main national objectives are to build; a free and democratic society; a just and egalitarian 
society; a united; strong and self-reliant nation, a great and dynamic economy. 

These objectives will, if genuinely pursued, inculcate six values on Nigerians. It went to 
document pre-primary, primary, secondary, higher and professional technical, adult and non-formal, 
special and teacher educational programmes. Administration and planning as well as financing of 
education were exhaustively discussed unequivocally as stated in the Second National Development 
Plan in 1977 and reviewed in 1981. 

From the foregoing, it was expected that within a decade of the publication of these laudable 
objectives, most of the ills in our educational system should have been drastically curtailed. Have we 
achieved the first objective? A free and democratic society envisaged is far from us. Democracy has 
failed twice both in the first and second republics. We seem not be ripe for it despite our educational 
attainments. Politics is meant for everybody but everybody is not meant for politics. Therefore, the 
mass entry of every Nigerian into politics greatly polluted the system and killed democracy. Society 
which is supposed to be free to all, is not as free as many Nigerians think erroneously that they own the 
country more than others. This belief is a threat to fellow Nigerians and relegate them to second class or 
even third class citizens. The five objectives were brushed aside by the politicians. They even placed 
education below the last of the ladder of the nation's priorities. And life long education and 
self-reliance was no exception. Where is life long education and self-reliance where minor issues 
were 10% kickback could accrue to them were in their priority list. Where is the vision for life long 
education and self reliance where teachers so frustrated that education at the secondary school level and 
below fell below expectation. Where is the continuity and future of life long education and self-reliance 
where dignity and ability of individuals were brushed aside. 

Since most of the ills in our educational system should have been drastically curtailed are still 
there, then there is urgent need to revive our educational system so that life long education and self 
reliance could survive and thrive well. 

Anyanwu, C. N. (1984) stated that "self-help makes use of under utilized labour and in this 
regard, can increase the competence and confidence of a group or community in the handling of its 
affairs. The habit of self-heip is a prerequisite for survival in the modem world. 

 



The Concept of Life Long Education 
The concept of life long education advances the tenet that men and women need to continue their 

education throughout life. In recent times, the leading argument in favour of this concept is that the pace of 
social, economic and technological change is so great that only by continual retraining can any citizen, 
whatever his initial education, remain capable of fulfilling his role, either professionally or as a citizen. 
CoIIin J. Titmus (1967) found out that the concept of life long education is as old as the history of 
education itself. With its stress on awareness and understanding, it permeates all the strands of education. 
Its principal matrix is the tenacity that through life long learning people are capable of transcending the 
limits of their specialty and their environment. The concept maintains that with the acquisition of life long 
learning, people are freed of their prejudices and are able to present a finer receptiveness to the messages of 
things, of surrounding, and of fellow men and women. The adult person is generally believed to have 
reached that state in his life when he must have acquired the culture of his people. 

Education and Learning 
Anyanwii (1981) stated that the idea of life long education recognizes the fact that what the 

individual needs throughout life cannot all be learned during childhood or adolescence. All dynamic and 
changing societies demand continued learning as an important prerequisite to a satisfying life. Such 
learning cannot be acquired as an activity either bounded by time or confined to the limits of space. What 
must be appreciated in this regard is that continued learning is essential for continued development. Hence, it 
should co-exist with the life of the individual. And life long education facilitates learning. 

The term, Mife long education' is used in the sense of life long learning facilities and practices. 
According to the international report, Learning to Be, life long education is not an educational system 
but the principle on which the overall organization of a system is founded. Its man function is to 
resuscitate those human beings who continue to exist as physical organisms but have ceased to develop 
mentally. The concept, therefore, advocates the maintenance of such environments in people continue to 
learn throughout their lives. Its successful operation is the integration of the existing formal school system 
with the informal ways of education to maintain such environment. The fact is that life long learning is 
closely related with basic human values and man's own responsibilities in changing societies right from 
early infancy up to any later stage in life, learning can be acquired Bown L. (1972) stated that if education 
is life long, it follows that it can be pursued at any age, through it is recognized that some types of learning, 
particularly of skills, may depend on youthfulness's for example, one cannot easily imagine a person of sixty 
starting to learn football. And some ways of teaching or promoting learning may be more suitable for 
children and others mores suitable for adults. 

The Ideal of Self-Reliance: Lowe, J. (1990) stated that the fact is that there is a growing appreciation 
of the need for people to take their own destiny in their hands. In Africa in recent times, this concept has led 
to the widespread adoption of the philosophy of self reliance as a new formula for national development. This 
concept, which promotes innovativeness, offers a psychological condition fundamental to self-improvement 
and the attainment of wide spread improvement of the life of the people. Adult education, in Nigeria had 
significantly depended largely on voluntary and co-operative effort a traditional trait, which clearly 
underscores the virtue of self-reliance. This may explain the emerging trend of adult education as a specific 
programme with a syllabus involving studies in various disciplines, industry, Local Government history, 
economics, agriculture, hygienic, arts, and crafts. 

There is the conviction, in this regard, that the point of take-off for better living lies in adult 
education. This vindicates the present trends in the development of adult education. This trend emphasizes 
the involvement of the masses of the people in planned programmes from which they may be adequately 
informed, or gain skills which may enable them to cope more successfully with the problems of their every 
day life. 

Anyanwu, C. N. (1984) postulated that self help makes use of under-utilized labour and in the modem 
world. The principle is especially appropriate to the concept of community improvement  

which stresses the importance of changing the way people look at their responsibilities, and of giving 
assistance which supplements, but never replaces initiative or local efforts. 

The idea of self help is closely related to the development of democratic values and processes, a 
development, which is on important feature go the definition of community development itself. For instance, 
one of the major course, is another way saying self-help rural development is basically democratic in 
philosophy. It is logically tied up with such ideas as ultimate control by the people a substantial degree of 
freedom by individual and groups, a considerable amount of government decentralization and widespread 



citizen participation. 
M. Kinney .1. (1973) stated that education for self-reliance calls for education for better living. An 

educational system which takes care of the whole community must be considered commendable. First, It 
helps to extend the principles of equality of educational opportunity, and ensures that this applies to adults 
in communities as well as to young people, in schools and colleges, secondly, a community educational 
system places education in the position to play the crucial role of preparing people to take full advantage of 
the opportunities for participation which society can provide. Thirdly, it ensures that education makes its 
contribution to the improvement of the quality of life of the individuals within the community. This may 
have more to do with a development of mutual help and self-reliance, and the fostering of democratic and 
cooperative processes than with the more provision of community facilities. 

Comparative approach of life-long education and self-reliance in Korea and Nigerian 
governments in the 1990s, Korea focused on the fulfillment of public demands for higher education and life 
long learning and effective use of advance technologies. In school it also developed and implemented the 
concept of an " Edutopia intended to create an open and life long learning society. The government's plans 
and action strategies have been developed according to the recommendation, of the Presidential Commission 
on education perform. 

The commission which operated from 1994 to 1998 defined the goal of the Korean education system 
in the 21st century as an Edutopia and education welfare state-a society of open and life-long education to 
allow each and every individual equal and easy access to education at any time and place. 

Korea Research and Information Centre (KR1C) and the Korea Multimedia Education Centre 
(KMIC) (1997) played a key role in promoting and implementing educational reform at all levels of 
education introducing principles of competition in distributing funds, promoting diversity and choice in 
higher education. Self-reliance according to Odozi (1991), is a policy of regeneration through one's own 
effort, power etc. The principle of self reliance involves innovation and regeneration, using one's own 
resources, ability intelligence and effort for self-satisfaction. 

The inventions we enjoy such as our plane, motor cars, steamers, radio, television and video sets 
according to Odiri (1985) are all products of brain from the gifted school". Why do we want technology in 
Nigeria and yet neglect our gifted children to live and die un-noticed? Let us borrow a leaf from the Japanese 
revolution and develop the Nigerian revolution. Nigeria must strive to satisfy the basic needs of her people, 
such as food, health, education, jobs and housing like in Korea. Our universities should inculcate in our 
students the spirit of self-reliance as in Korea. 

If Nigeria could play a key role in promoting and implementing educational reform at all levels of 
education bear in mind life-long and self-reliance the earlier the better as it is done in Korea. 

Conclusion 
If Nigeria could play a key role in promoting and implementing educational reform at all levels of 

education bear in mind life long and self-reliance the earlier the better again. If she could start introducing 
principles of competition in distributing funds, promoting diversity and choice in higher education, 
introducing rural development, community development or community education establishments of 
cooperative societies in the rural areas so that farmers could be self-reliant and giving them short term 
training on how to run the cooperative societies. 

Recommendations 
After four and half decades of political independence, Nigeria is still economically more dependent 

on the outside world than even before in respect not only of skilled manpower, entrepreneurial resources, 
raw materials, capital goods and services, consumers goods, and even more 

dependent on the outside world for ideas as to what the operational meaning of socio-economic 
development is and how it should be brought about. 

The problems posed by mass poverty have now made it imperative for us to seek alternative ways of 
development, based on self-reliance and in harmony with the environment. We need to set in motion 
development process that is both in human and humane; a development process that enhances man's 
personality, that does not alleviate him from his society and culture but rather develops his self confidence in 
himself, and identifies his interest with those of his society, and thereby develops his ability and willingness 
for self-reliance we must not pay only a lip service to a task which concern all citizens. 

Nigeria must strive to satisfy the basic needs of her people, such as food, health education jobs 
and housing. It is necessary for government to encourage and coordinate efforts. In fishing out the gifted 
Nigerians tribalism, statism and all forms of corruption should be removed from it. A person is gifted 



when he is good in nearly all aspects of human endeavour. 
Although academic excellence is a criterion, other skills should be added. The gifted schools 

needed in Nigeria should be only one and should not be located in the federal capital. 
Our universities should inculcate in our students the spirit of self-reliance. We should put less 

emphasis on the ones self-employment and creative imagination should be built in the minds of our 
undergraduates. What we need is a functional education; basic infrastructure and equipment should be 
provided to enhance learning and research. 

The universities should build a system to check academic fraud and other related corrupt practices 
among academic and non-academic students. 
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